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A LYRICAL RE-IMAGINING OF CINDERELLA EXPLORING
IDENTITY,  FRIENDSHIP,  AND THE BONDS BETWEEN MOTHERS

AND DAUGHTERS.
A hidden letter from her late mother sets Cinder on a path of royal secrets, danger, and self-

discovery. Summoned to a king’s ball by a lifelong friend, she must navigate betrayal,
friendship, and a destiny far beyond her imagining in this windswept coming-of-age tale.
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 The Book: A hidden letter from her late mother reveals that Cinder is more than
she seems—royal blood, a legacy of betrayal, and a shocking truth about her
stepmother. Summoned to a king’s ball by a lifelong friend, she must navigate
secrets, danger, and a destiny far beyond her imagining. The Blazekeeper of

Bowmore House is a lyrical, windswept reimagining of Cinderella, where identity,
friendship, and the bonds between mothers and daughters shape a magical

coming-of-age journey.

The Author: Elizabeth de Veer is the author of the novel The Ocean in Winter.
She has a Master of Theological Studies from Harvard Divinity School and has

been admitted to writing residencies at the Jentel Artist Residency, the Hambidge
Center for Creative Arts and Sciences, and the Virginia Center for the Creative
Arts. She is a member of several writing groups, including Grub Street Writers’
Collective of Boston, the Newburyport Writers’ Group, Sisters in Crime New

England, Boston Author’s Club, and the New Hampshire Writers’ Project. She lives
in Georgetown with her husband, daughter, and labradoodle. 
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D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E

In  what  ways  does  the  nove l  exp lo re  the  bond between
mothers  and daughters?02

How does the  d iscovery  o f  her  mother ’ s  l e t te r  reshape
Cinder ’ s  unders tand ing  o f  herse l f  and her  pas t?01

A  i n - d e p t h  d i s c u s s o i n  o f  t h e  b o o k  |  P a g e  1

How does th i s  re te l l i ng  d i f fe r  f rom the  t rad i t iona l
C indere l l a  s to ry ,  and wh ich  changes  fe l t  most  mean ing fu l?03

What  ro le  does  f r iendsh ip  p lay  in  C inder ’ s  journey ,  and
how does  i t  i n f l uence her  dec is ions?04

How do secre ts  and h idden h is to r ies  a f fect  the  characters
and the i r  re la t ionsh ips?05
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D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E

At  what  po in ts  does  C inder  s t rugg le  most  between sa fe ty
and pursu ing  the  t ru th?07

How does the  se t t i ng  and a tmosphere  cont r ibu te  to  the
tone and emot iona l  impact  o f  the  s to ry?06
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How does the  nove l  exp lo re  the  tens ion  between dest iny
and persona l  cho ice?08

Which character  o r  re la t ionsh ip  surpr i sed you most ,  and
why?09

By the  end o f  the  s to ry ,  how has  C inder  g rown ,  and what
fu tu re  do you imag ine  fo r  her?10
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